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WASHINGTON

J ek

June 22, 1977 j

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ‘(/,
FROM: FRANK MOORE/BOB THOMSON
RE: WATERWAY USER FEES

On Wednesday, the Senate for the first time in history

voted to impose a general waterway user charge on shallow-
draft river vessels. The vote on the Domenici amendment

authorizing imposition of fees was 72 to 20, but key
votes on two Stevenson-Long substitute amendments to
provide a new Lock and Dam 26 without user charges were
much closer.

Both of the amendments were virtually the same, in that
immediate construction of a new lock and dam would have
been authorized, with user fees contingent on a future
Senate vote. The first was defeated 51 to 44, the
second 39-52.

The second amendment was particularly interesting since
Senatory Byrd had intervened with certain procedural

safeguards to assure that user fees would be considered
in a timely fashion in a subsequent vote. We received

feelers from Byrd to back off on our veto threat on this

amendment, but we stood fast. Our margin of victory

on the vote was, frankly, surprising to everyone,
including us, since Senator Byrd had thrown his support
to the other side.

Senators that were helpful included Culver, Clark,

Proxmire and Nelson. Each of these stood with us despite
tremendous farm pressure against user fees. Domenici was
superb as floor manager. Senators Humphrey and Anderson
ended up voting for the Stevenson substitutes even though

they co-sponsored Domenici.
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THE WHITE HOUSE '
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JIM FALLOWS ~j:;‘

R
w
-
-3

SUBJECT: Democratic National Committee Dinner b/

Here is Jerry Doolittle's draft of Thursday night's
speech to the DNC. He has also attached some possible

jokes.
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